The Second Advent

A Second Advent Devotional
Christmas time, a thrill for many, with its joyous time with family, but sadly that is not true for all. And
yet, it is meant be to the climax of the First Advent of Christ, and an annual reminder of His second
coming. With that in mind, I set out afresh on this advent journey with the Holy Spirit as my guide,
looking beyond the first coming of our Lord Jesus to His soon return and the consummation of His
work. My prayer is that in some ways God would speak to us, perhaps even bring a new perspective
to the lives we live. And, rather than be a spectator to this greatest of all events, praying that by God’s
Spirit, we would even have a glimpse of standing in that day as the prophet Daniel did. This would
need to be a work of God, for many others have delved into the return of Christ much more effectively,
and much has been written about the meaning of advent.
This devotional is designed to be used with the Advent Calendar of the church, aligning to when it
usually starts (late November or early December). Of course, you may choose to use it in other ways.
There is an extra day or two included for when needed. May that which is of our Lord Jesus Christ
bring a blessing to you, only His truth remains throughout it all.
Yours in Christ’s service
Brian Beswick
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Day 1 - Adventus
ADVENT (noun):
(1) The period beginning four Sundays before Christmas
(2) The coming of Christ at the incarnation
(3) Second Coming
History and etymology:
Medieval Latin: Adventus - meaning arrival, appearance
‘Twas the night before Christmas when all through the house, not a creature was stirring, not even a
mouse’....so goes the first few lines of Clement Clarke Moores’ famous poem.
Unlike in the poem, there IS a stirring happening, can you feel it? His Bride, His beloved, is stirring as
she awakes to the Bridal watch - the watch for His return - her King is coming.
The King is coming, can you feel the stirring? The King is coming back.
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men
from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we
have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him.” (Matthew 2:1-2)
Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and
True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His
head were many crowns. He had a name written that no one knew except Himself. He was clothed
with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. And the armies in heaven,
clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses. Now out of His mouth goes a
sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of
iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And He has on His
robe and on His thigh a name written:
KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. (Revelations 19:11-16)
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Day 2 – He will arise
“Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” (Matthew
24:44)
Our Father in Heaven, and our Lord Jesus, clearly likes to surprise us. Well at the very least when it
comes to His ways, particularly the one of Christ’s advent. However, it would seem generally He likes
keeping us guessing, when you consider the many, and mysterious healings, miracles, and
movements of God. So, perhaps in hindsight it is in His character to keep us in mystery, and bless us
with surprises, ironic when you consider He is all knowing...then perhaps that is the point. Maybe it
is about an all-knowing God, saying have faith in Him, and who He is, despite the unknown, while
reminding us we are not God. Perhaps it is also His way of drawing us deeper in to Him, as we pursue
the mysteries of the Lord. But, this is certain, He will arise, trust this. He knows the perfect timing,
trust Him.
“Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which
is translated, “God with us.” (Matthew 1:23)
You will arise and have mercy on Zion; For the time to favour her, yes, the set time, has come. For
Your servants take pleasure in her stones and show favour to her dust. So the nations shall fear the
name of the Lord, and all the kings of the earth Your glory. For the Lord shall build up Zion; He shall
appear in His glory. He shall regard the prayer of the destitute, and shall not despise their prayer.
This will be written for the generation to come, that a people yet to be created may praise the Lord.
For He looked down from the height of His sanctuary; From heaven the Lord viewed the earth, to
hear the groaning of the prisoner, to release those appointed to death, to declare the name of the
Lord in Zion, and His praise in Jerusalem, when the peoples are gathered together, and the kingdoms,
to serve the Lord. (Psalm 102:13-22)
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Day 3 – Hope eternal
In more ways than one, Advent is a great reminder of the all-knowing but surprising character of
God. However, this time of year not only reminds us of Christ’s first advent, when He (surprisingly)
first visited us, coming in the form of a babe, but also His second advent, when He comes as the
triumphant King of kings. He has already warned us that He is coming back at a time we do not
expect, despite calling us to watch for Him, and prophesying signs of His coming. He calls us to
discern the times, but then says He will come as a thief in the night. The tension is real and alive.
Keep our focus on Him, and His return, but knowing He comes when we are not expecting, or have
given up! But, Oh, the reward of His return, the hope it brings, and the completion of His promise.
Such a gift of grace, undeserved, we who believe become fully eternal, free from burdens, full of His
glory, abiding in heavenly bodily form with Father God, and Christ Jesus, in a place of pure joy,
where no tears flow.
“And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from
their sins.” (Matthew 1:21)
For we ourselves were also once foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving various lusts and pleasures,
living in malice and envy, hateful and hating one another. But when the kindness and the love of God
our Saviour toward man appeared, not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according
to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit,
whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour, that having been justified by
His grace we should become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. (Titus 3:3-7)
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Day 4 – He will raise us up
Many a soul gathers in the early hours of the morning around the globe, looking east to the horizon
as first light appears, eagerly waiting for its source. As the sun breaks through, there is a true wonder
as joy and hope are tasted, and at least for a moment, yesterday is forgotten, and hope for a better
day dares to break through. Perhaps this is what draws many to watch the sunrise, or maybe it is
watching the sun rise up in the sky, soaring above the world (and all its trouble), and the idea to
follow is almost universal, to be raised up in to the heavens. And yet, for those who look on and get
to know (intimately) the Son of God, so too they receive power of resurrection and are lifted up from
death, and into the heavenlies with a body in the image of the glorified Christ. Before He returns
those believers, who are in heaven are blessed to be lifted up, not only as Spirit and Soul, but also
receiving a new body that never decays, or grows old.
It is hard to image isn’t it? We will be raised in the image of the heavenly man. Throwing of
mortality, to be clothed in immortality. We become completely immortal! Consider the actions of
Christ after His resurrection, in bodily form simply appearing and disappearing as He desired;
Feeling, breathing, imparting the Spirit, speaking, lifting up to heaven, glorified in light brighter than
the sun…all part of this immortality. But this will not be a place of boasting, but rather one of total
humility, knowing it was and is only possible by Christ, and the grace of God, and our joy will not be
in our immortality, rather in the knowledge we are completely found in Him.
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. John bore witness of Him and cried out, saying, “This
was He of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me is preferred before me, for He was before me.’ ” And
of His fullness we have all received, and grace for grace. For the law was given through Moses, but
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son,
who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him. (John 1:14-18)
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“This is the will of the Father who sent Me, that of all He has given Me I should lose nothing, but
should raise it up at the last day. And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who sees the
Son and believes in Him may have everlasting life; and I will raise him up at the last day.” The Jews
then complained about Him, because He said, “I am the bread which came down from heaven.” And
they said, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How is it then that
He says, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” Jesus therefore answered and said to them, “Do not
murmur among yourselves. No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I
will raise him up at the last day.” (John 6:39-44)
And as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly
Man…. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. (1
Corinthians 15:49,53)
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Day 5 – Clouds
Transfixing, that is one word for them. Those intriguing structures in the sky, drawing our attention
heavenward the clouds can bring inspiration, delight, and even awe as we seem nature at its most
awesome. And of course, with a little rain and sunshine, the clouds become the backdrop for the
promise rainbows, where we remember the Lord’s mercy, and that He is a promise making God.
Looking again though, they speak even deeper to the very core of our being. For our Creator, and
the One through which all creation comes, leave an imprint of His words. Promises of His return in
the clouds, and of cities in heaven, even new ones, descending from on high. So, with wonder and
awe we gaze at the structures in heaven, knowing they are a shadow of the coming hope. With irony
this coming will bring great joy and fear, for the Bible promises all will see the coming of Jesus Christ
(not hidden from many in a stable), and yet while many will rejoice, many others will run to the
caves. As our Lord returns wrapping Himself in clouds, radiating with pure glory, causing light to flash
from east to west, brighter than the sun, where will we be standing…alongside Him as His Bride,
kneeling before Him as His servants, or hiding in a cave…preferring darkness over life?
Through the tender mercy of our God, with which the Dayspring from on high has visited us; To give
light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.”
(Luke 1:78,79)
Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn,
and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.
(Matthew 24:30)
Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, “Lord, will You at this time restore
the kingdom to Israel?” And He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons which the
Father has put in His own authority. But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of
the earth.” Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud
received Him out of their sight. And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up,
behold, two men stood by them in white apparel, who also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand
gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like
manner as you saw Him go into heaven.” Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called
Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey. (Acts 1:6-12)
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Day 6 – Waiting with wisdom
Wisdom often looks like waiting, but that can be an illusion. For the wisdom we need is not based on
quiet patience, and studied learning, but rather received from heaven, filling us with revelations by
the Holy Spirit. Waiting for the return of Christ does not come by human effort, that is
unsustainable, rather it requires faith, the hand of God, and the in-filling of the Holy Spirit, such that
having done all, we can stand. As is revealed from the warning from Jesus in the parable of the ten
virgins, our watch for Him is not one of little preparation, rather best walked out through ongoing
devotion to Him, and a life filled with the Holy Spirit. And so it becomes apparent, that our daily walk
has to be one of learning to be guided by, filled with, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, if we are to
be able to be like the five wise virgins, whose lamp was ready when the angelic cry is heard, ‘Behold,
the Bridegroom is coming; go out to meet Him’. It is He, one of the Holy Trinity, that was sent by the
Father to bring us in to all knowledge and wisdom and equipping us for the work of the kingdom of
God. It is by the Holy Spirit we can watch and wait for the return of Jesus Christ.
So, our mission is to get to know Him, to receive His baptism from within (by faith in Christ), and
from above, through seeking the Lord and prayer, and learning to live with the ‘Comforter’, ‘Helper’,
and power of God reigning in our lives. While unseen, it is He that is more real than the air we
breathe, and completely necessary for life in God’s kingdom. He will shower us with gifts, and the
Father and Son will be glorified as we use them according to His prompting. There is so much to
learn about the Holy Spirit, and it does take faith, believing the unseen, putting aside our fears, and
trusting the word of God (particularly as revealed in the Bible), rather than falling back to what we
‘know’, and see. It will seem a little scary at first, but so much fun and surprise as we learn to know
and obey Him. Essential is He for our Christ-given mission to watch for His return.
So, when they had performed all things according to the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to
their own city, Nazareth. And the Child grew and became strong in spirit, filled with wisdom; and the
grace of God was upon Him. (Luke 2:39,40)
“Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to
meet the bridegroom. Now five of them were wise, and five were foolish. Those who were foolish
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took their lamps and took no oil with them, but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. But
while the bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered and slept. “And at midnight a cry was heard:
‘Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out to meet him!’ Then all those virgins arose and trimmed
their lamps. And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’
But the wise answered, saying, ‘No, lest there should not be enough for us and you; but go rather to
those who sell, and buy for yourselves.’ And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those
who were ready went in with him to the wedding; and the door was shut. “Afterward the other
virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to us!’ But he answered and said, ‘Assuredly, I say to you,
I do not know you.’ “Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour [b]in which the Son
of Man is coming. (Matthew 25:1-13)
Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot
enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit
is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows where it wishes,
and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes. So is everyone
who is born of the Spirit.” (John 3:5-8)
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Day 7 – Hearts turning

Christmastime, even for many non-Christians, is a time of giving and receiving and being together as
family. And while this is true for many, sadly the opposite also occurs, with family rifts and the pain
of brokenness seeming to be re-ignited. COVID-19 seems to have provided the opportunity to
refocus on home, but even this seems fleeting to many. This is doubly sad when you see that
Christmas was a time when God came in the form of Christ as a Babe, to begin the journey of a life
that brought us the truth that we can be reconciled to our Father, and each other, in Jesus. So, while
gifts were also shared at the time, and so to people gathering (at Bethlehem), this was (and is) also a
time where there is a grace for reconciliation. Satan, who is very real, knows this and does his best to
upset this plan, and thus the fractures of family are fanned by his lying voices during this time.
With all that in mind, God looks to us to minister the power of His love, by the Holy Spirit, that will
see healing to the broken. There is even a special grace from Him given to some to see the hearts of
fathers turned to children, and children to fathers. This ministry about reconciling people to our
heavenly Father, as well as reconciliation amongst church families and natural families. God’s call to
us is to seek Him, and this empowering (anointing) by the Holy Spirit, both now, and particularly as
His return becomes imminent…which is upon us. There will be an outpouring upon modern day
Elijah’s, who will be used by God to bring light to these hidden in darkness, alone from Him and their
family. These anointed ones carry a message and equipping to draw them to Life, and a place of
God’s peace. Unlike the first Advent, this is less likely to be the role of one person (i.e. John the
Baptist), rather the role of a faithful remnant of the church, those in love with Christ, and seeking to
draw nearer to Him.
So, as we prepare during Advent for this Christmas, may our prayer be that God will pour out on us a
fresh anointing and equipping by the Holy Spirit to turn hearts to Him, and to each other. Let us
enjoy the moments of reconciliation and family, rather than gifts, and by the Holy Spirit shed abroad
His light through the truth of His word and love, trusting in the convicting and drawing work of the
Holy Spirit. There is an urgency in this work, for the power of this will turn away curses that could
strike the whole earth, and perhaps as we pursue this we are urging on the return of Christ Jesus.
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“And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Highest; For you will go before the face of the Lord
to prepare His ways, to give knowledge of salvation to His people by the remission of their sins,
through the tender mercy of our God, with which the Dayspring from on high has visited us; To give
light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.”
(Luke 1:76-79)
“For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, and all the proud, yes, all who do wickedly will
be stubble. And the day which is coming shall burn them up,” Says the Lord of hosts, “That will leave
them neither root nor branch. But to you who fear My name the Sun of Righteousness shall arise with
healing in His wings; And you shall go out and grow fat like stall-fed calves. You shall trample the
wicked, for they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day that I do this,” says the Lord of
hosts. “Remember the Law of Moses, My servant, which I commanded him in Horeb for all Israel,
with the statutes and judgments. Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the
great and dreadful day of the Lord. And he will turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the
hearts of the children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the earth with a curse.” (Malachi 4)
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Day 8 – Preparation

How do you prepare for when the Lord of all creation, the King of the Universe’s, returns to earth?
The Bible tells us that Jesus Christ in His transformed, glorious form, has a face that shines like the
sun, and His clothes are as white as the light! When on earth the first time He came in our earthly
likeness to show how He could relate to our everyday life, and so appeared like us. When He return
Jesus comes as the glorious One, and as a Bridegroom seeking His spotless, pure, Bride…that is us,
the faithful remnant. The purity only possible through Him, by the washing of His blood, and the
word of God.
So, it seems we prepare as a bride, one who devotes herself to the task, separating ourselves from
the rest, readying to be in His likeness. Becoming the one who can easily sit at His table in heaven, at
His right hand, yet also abiding on earth. Being the bright light that shines in the darkness. This is
holiness. How, by walking in His ways, and in His likeness, devoting ourselves to Him, our first love,
and separating ourselves from the influences of the world. Feeding not on the world’s goods, but on
His words, and drinking from His well, the Holy Spirit. Seeking first His kingdom, not those of this
world. Humbly living a repentant life, covered in His blood, but strong in our identity in Him.
Sounds very figurative, and yet so real. For those who do devote themselves to the ways of Christ,
and die to their nature’s desires, shine brightly in a darkening world. Impossible to do in of
ourselves, and so we are given the Holy Spirit to empower us for this maturing journey. Our
challenge to yield our will to His to allow this to occur!
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying:
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” (Luke 2:13,14)
O Corinthians! We have spoken openly to you, our heart is wide open. You are not restricted by us,
but you are restricted by your own affections. Now in return for the same (I speak as to children), you
also be open. Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has
righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? And what accord has
Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? And what agreement has the
temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God has said: “I will dwell in
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them and walk among them. I will be their God, and they shall be My people.” Therefore “Come out
from among them and be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, and I will receive
you.” “I will be a Father to you, and you shall be My sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.”
Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. (2 Corinthians 6:11-7:1)
Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men also, saying, “Behold, the Lord
comes with ten thousands of His saints, to execute judgment on all, to convict all who are ungodly
among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have committed in an ungodly way, and of all the
harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.”…… But you, beloved, building
yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God,
looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. And on some have compassion,
making a distinction; but others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire, hating even the garment
defiled by the flesh. (Jude 14-15,20-23)
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Day 9 - Watch
The first Advent was full of surprises. Sure with the wisdom of hindsight we can see how the Bible
revealed He would come as the Babe of a virgin mother, and in lowly circumstance, and even kings
(wisemen) would bring Him gifts to honour Him, and yet His timing and method still caught all offguard. Except perhaps (to some extent) old Simeon and prophetess Anna, who seemed to know they
would see Him in their lifetime. Our mindsets can trick us in to expecting things simply based on our
expectations or hopes. God will come in His way, and while revealing hints of the what, why, and
how, He continually reveals He is not bound by creation, He makes His own way, and picks the
moment needed based on an eternal view of life. And yet, there was Simeon, who was told by the
Holy Spirit he would not die before he had ‘seen the Lord’s Christ’. He is not alone, there are others
blessed with this calling, and they will patiently wait and watch for His second coming...this is their
work.
And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon, and this man was just and
devout, waiting for the Consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had been
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.
(Luke 2:35,36)
“And there will be signs in the sun, in the moon, and in the stars; and on the earth distress of nations,
with perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring; men’s hearts failing them from fear and the
expectation of those things which are coming on the earth, for the powers of the heavens will be
shaken. Then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. Now when
these things begin to happen, look up and lift up your heads, because your redemption draws near.”
Then He spoke to them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. When they are already
budding, you see and know for yourselves that summer is now near. So you also, when you see these
things happening, know that the kingdom of God is near.” (Luke 21:25-31)
“But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the
Father. Take heed, watch and pray; for you do not know when the time is. It is like a man going to a
far country, who left his house and gave authority to his servants, and to each his work, and
commanded the doorkeeper to watch. Watch therefore, for you do not know when the master of the
house is coming—in the evening, at midnight, at the crowing of the rooster, or in the morning— lest,
coming suddenly, he find you sleeping. And what I say to you, I say to all: Watch!” (Mark 13:32-37)
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Day 10 - Surprise
As far as it is commonly1 understood Christ did not come, at His first Advent, at a time of a major
Hebrew calendar events or feast (such as Passover, Feast of Weeks, or Tabernacles), it was close to
one (Hanukkah) but not really on it, and perhaps more like January than December (in our Gregorian
Calendar). In the world the event that marked the timing of His arrival was an administrative
government gathering called by a Roman Caesar, a census. Can you imagine that, not a religious
festival or date of great importance, rather one He created through motivating a Gentile Emperor to
count all the people of His empire. This event drew people back to their homes of origin...to the
place of their tribe. Sent back home by Government decree, sounds familiar. He is the Lord of all,
including time, the Jew and Gentile, the saved, and unsaved, and it more than appropriate He would
cut through humanities’ life to pick a moment, creating it from nothing, when He would come to
deliver it. Anna, though, just waited and watched, serving the Lord in prayer, and fasting, and in the
right moment made known the advent of Christ. May her voice be heard again soon...
Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock
by night. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were greatly afraid. (Luke 2:8,9)
Now there was one, Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a
great age, and had lived with a husband seven years from her virginity; and this woman was a widow
of about eighty-four years, who did not depart from the temple, but served God with fastings and
prayers night and day. And coming in that instant she gave thanks to the Lord, and spoke of Him to
all those who looked for redemption in Jerusalem. (Luke 2:36-38)
“But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only. But as
the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. For as in the days before the
flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah
entered the ark, and did not know until the flood came and took them all away, so also will the
coming of the Son of Man be. Then two men will be in the field: one will be taken and the other left.
Two women will be grinding at the mill: one will be taken and the other left. Watch therefore, for you
do not know what hour your Lord is coming. But know this, that if the master of the house had
known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be
1

The New Testament shows no clear link between major Jewish festivals and the time of the birth of Christ.
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broken into. Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”
(Matthew 24:36-40)
“Let your waist be girded and your lamps burning; and you yourselves be like men who wait for their
master, when he will return from the wedding, that when he comes and knocks they may open to
him immediately. Blessed are those servants whom the master, when he comes, will find watching.
Assuredly, I say to you that he will gird himself and have them sit down to eat, and will come and
serve them. And if he should come in the second watch, or come in the third watch, and find them so,
blessed are those servants. But know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the
thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into. Therefore
you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” (Luke 12:35-40)
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Day 11 – Sealed for tomorrow
The Bible says, ‘It is the glory of God to conceal a matter, but the glory of kings is to search out a
matter2’. This is certainly true, and the challenge is that Christians are royal priests, and thus we
have this all-mighty quest to search out these hidden mysteries of the Lord. This character of God
has many explanations, including: the desire for God to pursue Him; an enticement to grow deeper
in Him as we pursue the hidden of the Lord; a not-so-subtle reminder of who is God; His desire for us
to partner with Him in His work and to understand His ways; a way of learning that much is hidden in
the kingdom of God, and not the kingdoms of this world; and, because sometimes we can only cope
with the knowledge in the moment, where His grace prevails. If ever there was a concealed matter,
it is the timing and way of the return of Christ, and the precise events leading up to this ‘second
coming’, and beyond.
For sure, the Bible provides many indicators as to the timing of this awesome event, and Scripture
also provides many hints to the key milestones that mark the way. And yet, there is certainly
ambiguity about these, and Jesus Christ made it clear that only the Father knew the precise moment
in time (Kairos and Chronos) when the Saviour of the world would come to complete the work of
salvation. God cherishes faith most highly, and where is faith if we know all things, particularly the
way and timing of His return? Faith believes, and does not need to know all, rather trusts in the Lord.
Another mystery is that the Lord chose for a season to even hide many prophetic insights that would
give clarity to this event, even though those such as Daniel were show the last days. So, for many in
the Old Testament days, the coming of the Messiah was even more vague, which may explain why it
caught so many by surprise when Christ was made manifest, or perhaps it is because God in His
wisdom blinded their eyes as He knew their hearts. But now, the Lord is in the business of revealing
the hidden prophetic words, and events, that will point to His return. Even releasing a prophetic
anointing upon a new breed of John the Baptist that will point the way, but who go pointing to the
Lamb of God slain for the many, highlighting way of the coming of the triumphant Lion and King,

2

Proverbs 25:2
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who will sweep up His saved ones and trample underfoot wicked in all it guises. These ones join with
Him to watch for the preparation of the church, and the Bride of Christ.
Are we really seeking out this most profound mystery, the second coming of the Messiah? Or do we
leave it to titled theologians, ministers, or those odd prophetic people to discern these events. In
truth some of these maybe equipped by God for understand, but in practice Christ spoke to us all
when He said ‘watch’, ‘seek’, and ‘discern the times’. He calls us into the ultimate treasure hunt,
where the prize is Him, and our complete transformation into His image. The truths of His return are
made much clearer as we seek out and follow Christ Jesus, and even empty ourselves of ourselves,
to make room for more of His Spirit…. who knows all things? Why, because He desires a people who
would know Him, and wish to dwell with Him for who He is, not what He does. The Father has great
joy in responding to His Son, and His joy is to show Him all that is to come, and those found in Christ
have access to this mystery. Just to add to this mysterious time, these ones have the seal of God,
and as living words of God, for He spoke them in to being, they carry words of the future. In the right
time, these seals are broken, and the word in them is revealed.
And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the young Child, and when you
have found Him, bring back word to me, that I may come and worship Him also.” (Matthew 2:8)
“At that time Michael shall stand up, the great prince who stands watch over the sons of your people;
And there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation, even to that time.
And at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone who is found written in the book. And many
of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, some to shame and
everlasting contempt. Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the firmament, and those
who turn many to righteousness like the stars forever and ever. “But you, Daniel, shut up the words,
and seal the book until the time of the end; many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase.”
(Daniel 12:1-4)
Then I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God. And he cried
with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was granted to harm the earth and the sea, saying,
“Do not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees till we have sealed the servants of our God on their
foreheads.” (Revelations 7:2,3)
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Day 12 – Broken Seals
It is a grave mistake to believe that the second Advent will be like the first. For the words of creation
that God spoke that define the end of days were sealed for such a time as now, and the Bible reveals
that the scenes that will unfold will be unlike any that have ever occurred, with only glimpses of their
unfolding awe revealed through history. The release of these days could be made by only One, He
who paid the price for the redemption of creation, and the salvation of mankind...the Lamb of God.
It is He who now opens those seals to allow the fulfilment of His word. It was necessary to first come
as a servant King, who willing gave His life as a living sacrifice that allowed for God’s children to be
redeemed to Him. This, His first Advent, paved the way for the completion of salvation’s work, and
the restoration of creation. In this work, He opened the door for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit,
and the coming of the sons and daughters of God, those intimate, maturing children of God through
faith in Christ. These are the agents of preparation. In His sacrifice, He was the only One qualified to
open the sealed words of God, that create the way of the return of Christ, the coming of Immanuel
who will always be with us.
When He returns, His will is to obey the work of completion given to Him by Almighty God...and it is
spelt out before us all in this time. When He returns, He comes as the enforcer of this future. Sure,
He is still a servant, friend, Saviour, Lord, and God, and yet He must be the triumphant King, who
leads His army to victory over wickedness, the wicked, hell, Satan, and death. A bloody fight, for
which He is the victor, as to those found in Him. As so the seals of the scroll of God are opened,
releasing the prophetic word of God and its power, shaking the universe, preparing, and paving the
way for all creation to come before the God of all creation. Welcome to the era of the Broken Seals,
unleashing the end of days, and the events that shape them.
“For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:11)
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And I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a scroll written inside and on the back,
sealed with seven seals. Then I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to
open the scroll and to loose its seals?” And no one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth was
able to open the scroll, or to look at it. So I wept much, because no one was found worthy to open
and read the scroll, or to look at it. But one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep. Behold, the Lion
of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has prevailed to open the scroll and to loose its seven seals.”
And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, and in the midst
of the elders, stood a Lamb as though it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which
are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth. Then He came and took the scroll out of the
right hand of Him who sat on the throne. Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures
and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full of
incense, which are the prayers of the saints. And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to
take the scroll, and to open its seals; For You were slain, and have redeemed us to God by Your blood
out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, and have made us kings and priests to our God;
And we shall reign on the earth.” (Revelations 5:1-10)
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Day 13 – Love that spares
Throughout the millenniums gone by, even to today, the word of God (prophetic and Scripture)
speaks of the faithfulness of God to the ones He calls His remnant. Those devoted to our Lord in love
and action, who despite the pressures about them, even unto death, maintain their deepening love
for Christ, only beaten by His devotion to them. A love best described as that between the
bridegroom and the bride. Our Lord Jesus, balancing the passion to be with His Bride, with His
obedience to the Father. This tension is real, and yet in wisdom He understands the Father’s timing.
Looking with the eyes of eternity He see His Bride as she will be, not as she is, and yet waits to see if
we will freely make the journey from faith, through virtue, knowledge, self-control, perseverance,
godliness, brotherly kindness, all the way to love…God’s love. Until the sum of all those who are
needed are made ready over the eons, to be gathered together in to the wife of God.
As Christ sees our hearts, that of His Bride, refined to have a faith more precious and purer than the
finest gold, filled with His love, suddenly He has the trumpet sound, and in the blink of an eye, He
completes the transformation of His spotless bride, and take us up to be with Him. For out of love,
He spares those who have remained faithful through the fire, who having done all have stood,
enduring to the point of perfect love. Now she is ready, and He takes her up from amongst the
escalating tribulation, sparing her of the worse to come. Besides, there is a wedding feast to plan,
and the wedding guests to be invited, who will come to the great event, and see the Bridegroom and
the Bride seated at the banqueting table. The guests and the Bride will rejoice together with all the
heavenly hosts, as the Bridegroom enters the room.
Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying,
“Arise, take the young Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I bring you word; for
Herod will seek the young Child to destroy Him.” When he arose, he took the young Child and His
mother by night and departed for Egypt, and was there until the death of Herod, that it might be
fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, “Out of Egypt I called My Son.”
(Matthew 2:13-15)
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“And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write, ‘These things says He who is holy, He who is
true, “He who has the key of David, He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens”: “I
know your works. See, I have set before you an open door, and no one can shut it; for you have a
little strength, have kept My word, and have not denied My name. Indeed I will make those of the
synagogue of Satan, who say they are Jews and are not, but lie—indeed I will make them come and
worship before your feet, and to know that I have loved you. Because you have kept My command to
persevere, I also will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test
those who dwell on the earth. Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one
may take your crown. He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he
shall go out no more. I will write on him the name of My God and the name of the city of My God, the
New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God. And I will write on him My new
name. “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”’ (Revelations 3:7-13)
Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the
Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord….For God did not appoint us to wrath, but
to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we
should live together with Him.. (1 Thessalonians 4: 17; 5:19)
Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls filled with the seven last plagues came to me
and talked with me, saying, “Come, I will show you the bride, the Lamb’s wife.” And he carried me
away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me the great city, the holy Jerusalem,
descending out of heaven from God, having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious
stone, like a jasper stone, clear as crystal. Also she had a great and high wall with twelve gates, and
twelve angels at the gates, and names written on them, which are the names of the twelve tribes of
the children of Israel: three gates on the east, three gates on the north, three gates on the south, and
three gates on the west. (Revelations 21:9-13)
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Day 14 – Freed at last
Freedom, what does it mean? Is it just about escaping something? Freed from a life of pain, tears, or
prison, disappointment, debt, sin, sickness, broken hearts, bondage, and strife. Perhaps it is more
than that. For it is one thing to leave the despair behind, but much more is a freedom that leads to a
destiny where you fly in your divine identity. Freed from striving, arriving at rest. Resting completely
in Christ, and all that God sees you to be.... the very likeness, quality, and character of His only
begotten Son. Here is the place of true peace, only when we are completely lost in Christ, and He
has cast down wicked, sin, and even death. Under the canopy of His love, we will abide in a place
where we never hung or thirst, and life will seem so abundant, brighter than the sun, and in faith
pure joy, hope, and love will fill and surround our whole being.
After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could number, of all nations,
tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white
robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs
to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” All the angels stood around the throne and the
elders and the four living creatures, and fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God,
saying: “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom, thanksgiving and honour and power and might, be to
our God forever and ever. Amen.” Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, “Who are these
arrayed in white robes, and where did they come from?” And I said to him, “Sir, you know.” So he
said to me, “These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve
Him day and night in His temple. And He who sits on the throne will dwell among them. They shall
neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any heat; for the Lamb
who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead them to living fountains of waters. And
God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” (Revelations 7:9-17)
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‘The Opening of the Seventh Seal’ by Albrecht Durer (Germany) c. 1496-97

Day 14 - Seven
I wonder, can we really grasp the tremendous events that will mark Christ’s return? I don’t think we
can without God’s divine inspiration. Theologians, artists, writers, and many of us have pondered it,
and tried to even capture it in pictures, and yet our mind perhaps cannot grasp the staggering
contrasts that will occur. Worlds and the heavens shaken, global disaster like no other, euphoria and
jubilation of deliverance that has been hoped for over thousands of years, new heavens and earth,
tears wiped away, long since parted saints joining with those of today, demonic armies cast down,
kings and queens of the world raging against Christ and His people, mountains splitting, heavenly
gatherings, and an enthroned Christ recognised by the whole world. Just a very minute part of those
stunning days.
As the kingdoms of this world become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, where He reigns
forever and ever, stuff will happen, as many empire builders will resist, and many prideful hearts will
sooner fight than surrender, and so many structures will need to be removed.
And how do we cope? By the power of His grace, and the mercies of God. We dig deeper, love more
like Jesus, trust in God, keep our focus on Christ, and continually be filled with His Spirit. Choosing to
centre our attention on Christ and His eternal plans, rejoicing in the transformation to come, where
our immortality is completed, and being thankful that our closeness to God will be made even more
real that breathing. Our joy made complete knowing soon the Bride of Christ will be revealed to all,
and the Bridegroom will come. And so, we endure, in faith we stand.
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And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying:
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” (Luke 2:13,14)
When He opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. And I saw the
seven angels who stand before God, and to them were given seven trumpets. Then another angel,
having a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given much incense, that he should offer
it with the prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne. And the
smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, ascended before God from the angel’s hand.
Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and threw it to the earth. And there
were noises, thunderings, lightnings, and an earthquake. So the seven angels who had the seven
trumpets prepared themselves to sound. (Revelations 8:1-6)
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Day 15 – Faith?
‘” Will He really find faith on the earth?”’, what a salient line for Jesus to speak regarding His return.
He is speaking to both the apostles, other believers, and the religious of the day, the Pharisees and
Sadducees, and this major challenge is thrown out. Can you imagine being one of the apostles and
hearing that? Peter, John, and Andrew even, those closest to Christ. What would have they been
thinking? ‘We have followed you through think and thin, and now you question whether we will be
there when you return?’ Of course, Jesus may have been pointing to the others, but then look what
happened to Peter not that long afterwards. Before Christ had left to go back to the Father, he
denied Christ three times. So, it seems Jesus was very right to throw out the challenge, and perhaps
helps us understand why He said ‘blessed are those who believe without seeing’ to doubting Thomas
and the others when He appeared to them after His resurrection.
How could this occur, as Jesus’ suggests, that the love of many will grow so cold? This love is the
‘agape’, other centred, persevering, sacrificial love often associated with those devoted to God!
However, truthfully for many of us, our love for God is based on feelings, or what we receive
(perhaps in return for our devotion), or how our needs are met, or the ‘signs’ we see. All this might
seem natural but is the one type of love that is not sustainable, nor ultimately fulfilling. This type of
love will not last the test of time as we wait for Christ’s return. As we watch the world around us lose
sight of the way, seem to plunder due to their selfish way, and even our prayers seem to go
unanswered according to our expectation, the temptation will be great to have a type of conditional,
or lukewarm, love for Christ, seeking to benefit from the world’s plunder by being in it, while
worshipping God…a type of each way bet. Thank goodness, it is written, ‘If we are faithless, He
remains faithful; He cannot deny Himself3.’
The faith and love that endures, comes by the grace of God, empowered by the Holy Spirit, and
flows as we make the hard, wilful, decisions to press deeper into God, despite our circumstances.
With eyes zeroed in on Jesus Christ, a heart devoted and trusting in His love, and a vision for
eternity, the things of earth do grow strangely dim. Trained through the trials of life, our focus is on
3

2 Timothy 2:13
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who Christ is, and His word, rather than our circumstances, and our own promises. This love knows
the presence of God, but copes when that seems absence, withstands hardship, for it transcends our
thoughts, into the place of trust, and simply believes. Jesus is training us for eternity, where all our
woes on earth will be of no consequence, and much of our life is but a breath of air. This love
chooses to forgive, shows mercy, give grace, and walk in the ways of Christ.
But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer is heard; and your wife
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. And you will have joy and gladness,
and many will rejoice at his birth. For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither
wine nor strong drink. He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb. And he
will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God. He will also go before Him in the spirit
and power of Elijah, ‘to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children,’ and the disobedient to the
wisdom of the just, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” And Zacharias said to the angel,
“How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my wife is well advanced in years.” And the angel
answered and said to him, “I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and was sent to speak
to you and bring you these glad tidings. But behold, you will be mute and not able to speak until the
day these things take place, because you did not believe my words which will be fulfilled in their own
time.” (Luke 1:13-20)
“Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. And because lawlessness will abound, the
love of many will grow cold. But he who endures to the end shall be saved. And this gospel of the
kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.”
(Matthew 24:11-14)
Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and not lose heart, saying: “There
was in a certain city a judge who did not fear God nor regard man. Now there was a widow in that
city; and she came to him, saying, ‘Get justice for me from my adversary.’ And he would not for a
while; but afterward he said within himself, ‘Though I do not fear God nor regard man, yet because
this widow troubles me I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me.’ ” Then the Lord
said, “Hear what the unjust judge said. And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day and
night to Him, though He bears long with them? I tell you that He will avenge them speedily.
Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:1-6)
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Day 16 – The Trumpet
The trumpet sounds, and His army is called together to advance. An army like no other, one that
meets in the air, and whose soldiers are from the time of the ancients all the way through to
tomorrow. Those who have served on earth find themselves alongside the faithful who have been
held in the heart of heaven until this day. Alongside them an army of beings, who call them
brethren, and yet clearly are not from humankind. And yet, for those who have eyes to see, together
they have partnered, perhaps glimpsing them in the shadows, or from the corner of their eyes, or
even over the dining table. Heavenly ministering agents, who have served the saints, but are now
standing alongside them as they advance with the Lord, for the Captain of the Lord’s army has called
them, for now is the time for the kingdoms of the world to become the kingdoms of our God and the
Christ.
With the King of kings up front, we all fall in, and in a twinkle of an eye we are immortalised to serve
in this heavenly advance. At once our new being is made complete, and we abide in the Lord’s
victory, death and sin hold no fear, for we are all one in the eternal family of God.
Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and
shall call His name Immanuel [meaning God-with-us]. Isaiah 7:14
However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural, and afterward the spiritual. The first man was of
the earth, made of dust; the second Man is the Lord from heaven. As was the man of dust, so also are
those who are made of dust; and as is the heavenly Man, so also are those who are heavenly. And as
we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly Man. Now
this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption
inherit incorruption. Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed—
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead
will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption,
and this mortal must put on immortality. So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this
mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: “Death is
swallowed up in victory.” “O Death, where is your sting? Hades, where is your victory?” The sting of
death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through
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our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in
the work of the Lord, knowing that your labour is not in vain in the Lord. (1 Corinthians 15:46-58)
“Make two silver trumpets for yourself; you shall make them of hammered work; you shall use them
for calling the congregation and for directing the movement of the camps. When they blow both of
them, all the congregation shall gather before you at the door of the tabernacle of meeting. But if
they blow only one, then the leaders, the heads of the divisions of Israel, shall gather to you. When
you sound the advance, the camps that lie on the east side shall then begin their journey. When you
sound the advance the second time, then the camps that lie on the south side shall begin their
journey; they shall sound the call for them to begin their journeys. And when the assembly is to be
gathered together, you shall blow, but not sound the advance. The sons of Aaron, the priests, shall
blow the trumpets; and these shall be to you as an ordinance forever throughout your generations.
“When you go to war in your land against the enemy who oppresses you, then you shall sound an
alarm with the trumpets, and you will be remembered before the Lord your God, and you will be
saved from your enemies. (Numbers 10:2-9)
And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses.
(Revelations 19:14)
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Day 17 – Footstool
In many ways the Lord Jesus Christ coming to earth in the form of a baby, who grew into a man,
really does help us, as it reveals His understanding of our humanity, makes our Saviour easier to
access (and perhaps understand), and paints a vivid image of the words of God, when he said He
made man in His likeness. Obviously, He did it so that He could be the perfect scapegoat for us, and
the sacrificial Lamb who would pay the price for our sins and show the way to the Father. And yet,
wrapping Himself in humanity in some ways fools us, or at least allows us to deceive ourselves, from
the reality of who He is, God, Lord, and Saviour.
It is easy to forget that the Christ is indeed the ruler of the nations, and indeed all creation, and
while at first when He came Jesus seemed less interested in the world, and more about souls, He
was very much fulfilling His plan of bringing all into submission to Him. All His enemies, which
thankfully means those who also pursue His followers, will be placed under His feet. These include
sin, death, wickedness, the wicked, and all kingdoms who oppose Him, or simply believe they rule
(including oligarchies, royalties, corporate empires, and the hearts of many). The ancients more
easily understood this truth about the Messiah, the King of the Jews, and it was why Herod was
rightly fearful of hearing about His arrival. Overtime Christ has been placed in a man-made box,
allowing us to believe we are on equal terms with Him, or at least, we are beyond His reach.
King David had the better understanding, stating the temple he planned to build would be the
footstool4 of God, but perhaps his son King Solomon (who actually built it) said it best, when He
declared, ‘Behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain You. How much less this
temple which I have built!’. To be certain, He is coming back, and all enemies are under His feet, and
this truth will be made manifest to all.
When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And when he had
gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he inquired of them where the Christ
was to be born. So they said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by the prophet: ‘But
4

1 Chronicles 28:2
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you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are not the least among the rulers of Judah; For out of you shall
come a Ruler who will shepherd My people Israel.’ ” (Matthew 2:3-6)
While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, saying, “What do you think about the
Christ? Whose Son is He?” They said to Him, “The Son of David.” He said to them, “How then does
David in the Spirit call Him ‘Lord,’ saying: ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, till I make
Your enemies Your footstool” ’? If David then calls Him ‘Lord,’ how is He his Son?” (Matthew 22:4145)
“Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and
buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that God had
sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of his body, according to the flesh, He would raise up the
Christ to sit on his throne, he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that His
soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption. This Jesus God has raised up, of which we
are all witnesses. Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the
Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear. “For David did
not ascend into the heavens, but he says himself: ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, till
I make Your enemies Your footstool.” ’ “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God
has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” Now when they heard this, they were
cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall we
do?” Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is to
you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.” (Acts
2:29-39)
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Day 18 – Feet upon the mountain
Only days before His crucifixion, there is Jesus Christ, watching from the top of the Mount of Olives,
staring intently at Jerusalem and Mount Moriah, the site of the holy temple. For He knew of His
destiny and its association with that most contested place. Their ahead lay the place of His earthly
throne, well at least where nations would come to Him. But first, before He would ascend that
height, He knew that He must obey the work of His Father and make a way for His children to come
back home, while defeating the power of sin and death, and humiliating Satan and his demonic
powers. That recent victorious ride upon the donkey into the city will become only a shadow, as He
sees in a matter of days many of the same people who stood watching, even cheering the
procession, turn their backs on Him and begging for His death - which did follow. Yes, the Mount of
Olives was a place of miracles, celebration, ascension, drama, and tears, but most of all His favourite
watch. A special place in and outside of time and history.
While at His death many would have celebrated and thought that this troublemaker would no longer
make His journeys into the holy city from this mount, in fact they were blind to the fact He had just
sown the seen for the ultimate triumphant return. And in some irony, when this occurs, it is He that
will deliver the occupants of the city from certain death as nations surround them, many of whom
were descendants of those who betrayed Him during His first coming. Their Saviour will come, not
riding down the slopes of the mountain on a donkey through the valley of death, rather alighting
from His white horse Jesus will stand upon the Mount of Olives again, watching over Jerusalem. As
His feet strike the ground in the fullness of the Triumphant King, He will create a valley through
which escape is made for His people, while He takes up His sword to defeat all who come against
Him and His servants.
From here He will ascend the mountain of the Lord on earth (as symbolised by Jerusalem), and His
brightness will cause even the sun to diminish, as He fulfills the prophetic word that He watched
over thousands of years before. While in the past He wept over the city of Jerusalem and considered
the price He would pay for our sins, now the Lord watches as nations stream to Him and the city
truly become a place of Peace. The Lord watching not just over a city, but most importantly, for His
Bride to mature into her fullness. Looking to the future when all things will be made new.
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At advent then, let us respond to that call to watch with and for Him on our Mount of Olives.
Whether in Jerusalem, or other places scattered across the four corners of the world that carry the
same calling, let us ascend with Him and wait, knowing He will meet us there in the Holy Spirit, and
in the new millennium, even in His glory.
But when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and considered what manner of greeting this
was. Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. And
behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus. He will
be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His
father David. And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no
end.” (Luke 1:29-33)
Behold, the day of the Lord is coming, and your spoil will be divided in your midst. For I will gather all
the nations to battle against Jerusalem; The city shall be taken, the houses rifled, and the women
ravished. Half of the city shall go into captivity, but the remnant of the people shall not be cut off
from the city. Then the Lord will go forth and fight against those nations, as He fights in the day of
battle. And in that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which faces Jerusalem on the east.
and the Mount of Olives shall be split in two, from east to west, making a very large valley; Half of
the mountain shall move toward the north and half of it toward the south. Then you shall flee
through My mountain valley, for the mountain valley shall reach to Azal. Yes, you shall flee as you
fled from the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Thus the Lord my God will come, and all
the saints with You. It shall come to pass in that day that there will be no light; The lights will
diminish. It shall be one day which is known to the Lord— neither day nor night. But at evening time
it shall happen that it will be light. And in that day it shall be that living waters shall flow from
Jerusalem, half of them toward the eastern sea and half of them toward the western sea; In both
summer and winter it shall occur. And the Lord shall be King over all the earth. In that day it shall
be— “The Lord is one,” and His name one. (Zechariah 14:1-9)
And the glory of the Lord went up from the midst of the city and stood on the mountain, which is on
the east side of the city. (Ezekiel 11:23)
Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud received
Him out of their sight. And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two
men stood by them in white apparel, who also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into
heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you
saw Him go into heaven.” Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is
near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey. (Acts 1:9-12)
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Day 19 – The Kiss
Stooping down on one knee, heads bowed, they gently kiss the outstretched hand. These kings of
the world, societies’ giants, rulers of nations, religious and community leaders, corporate emperors,
and more, find themselves humbled before the very one many had ignored, and some even fought
against. Broken, they at least saw wisdom, and recognised the One who is truly the King. More than
a benevolent ruler, He is the Christ, the Anointed Prince of peace, Almighty God. As thousands, even
thousands upon thousands look on, these once giants can barely lift their faces to look upon His
glory, and yet that is His desire. He looks to revelations’ kiss to open their eyes to see and believe,
and so willing choose to abide in His presence, forsaking all that they gained on earth to arise into
Heaven’s presence.
It is hard to look on and not be cynical about their motives. Can He not see how they once treated
others, merely as steppingstones to be their own gods, seeking to build their own paths to heaven?
Sure, some may have seemed to love Him, but really? Thankfully, He does not look with the eyes of
sin, but knowing their hearts, He sees things not as they are but as they will be. Extending to them
the same grace we all received. He did not fear Judas in His midst, and now as all kingdoms of this
world submit to Him, He knows those who will receive the hand of grace, and those who will still
choose fire. He simply asks us to remember His mercy, walk in His grace, and trust…Him.
Then Herod, when he had secretly called the wise men, determined from them what time the star
appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the young Child,
and when you have found Him, bring back word to me, that I may come and worship Him also.”
(Matthew 2:7,8)
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“I will declare the decree: The Lord has said to Me, ‘You are My Son, today I have begotten You. Ask
of Me, and I will give You the nations for Your inheritance, and the ends of the earth for Your
possession. You shall break them with a rod of iron; You shall dash them to pieces like a potter’s
vessel.’ ” Now therefore, be wise, O kings; Be instructed, you judges of the earth. Serve the Lord with
fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, and you perish in the way, when His
wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all those who put their trust in Him. (Psalm 2: 7-12)
And it shall come to pass that everyone who is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem
shall go up from year to year to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and to keep the Feast of
Tabernacles. And it shall be that whichever of the families of the earth do not come up to Jerusalem
to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, on them there will be no rain. If the family of Egypt will not
come up and enter in, they shall have no rain; they shall receive the plague with which the Lord
strikes the nations who do not come up to keep the Feast of Tabernacles. This shall be the
punishment of Egypt and the punishment of all the nations that do not come up to keep the Feast of
Tabernacles. (Zech. 14:16-19)
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Day 20 – Come
Come, all you who are heavy laden, burdened down by the weight of sin, disappointment, tears, or
pain, for the wait is over. Come, you who have endured so much for the Christ, and your faith in
Him, hoping beyond all human hope. Awake, you who have slept in the arms of grace, abiding with
Him in spirit and soul, waiting for your new body. Arise, those who seem as dead, forgotten by
many, but never by the Father. For the watchmen see eye to eye and now declare with joy how
beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of Him who brings good news, who proclaims peace, who
brings glad tidings of good things, proclaiming salvation, and saying to His people, and the mountain
of the Lord, “Your God reigns!”. Come they say, come let us go up the mountain, joining with the
refrain, ‘The King is here, the King is here!’
Now is the time to rejoice, for Christ the King of kings has ascended His holy throne on earth, and
reigns. His kingdom of peace, and the beauty of His light shines about. Peace and goodwill, the
favour of the Lord Almighty, now abound towards men and women, finding their rest on those who
hearts rest in Him. Come, wipe away the tears, for they are no more, this is the place of peace, joy,
and hope, where our tenuous faith is lifted up on the wings of the Spirit, as Christ its author, finishes
His work. Let us enter ascend this mountain of God, the gates are open, the crimson red of the
Lamb’s blood makes the way, and through His love and Spirit, we join with others whose robes are
made white as snow, clothed with His righteousness, and filled with His being. Now we dwell fully
under His canopy, in the presence of pure Love. Come, the wait and perseverance are long
forgotten, for the joy that arises causes all shadows to flee.
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Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, [a]wise men
from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we
have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him.” (Matthew 2:1,2)
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying:
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” So it was, when the angels
had gone away from them into heaven, that the shepherds said to one another, “Let us now go to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us.” And
they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger. (Luke 2:13-16)
Now it shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established
on the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; And all nations shall flow to it.
Many people shall come and say, “Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house
of the God of Jacob; He will teach us His ways, and we shall walk in His paths.” For out of Zion shall
go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and
rebuke many people; They shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning
hooks; Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, Neither shall they learn war anymore. (Isaiah
2:2-4)
In that day the Branch of the Lord shall be beautiful and glorious; And the fruit of the earth shall be
excellent and appealing for those of Israel who have escaped. And it shall come to pass that he who
is left in Zion and remains in Jerusalem will be called holy—everyone who is recorded among the
living in Jerusalem. When the Lord has washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and purged
the blood of Jerusalem from her midst, by the spirit of judgment and by the spirit of burning, then the
Lord will create above every dwelling place of Mount Zion, and above her assemblies, a cloud and
smoke by day and the shining of a flaming fire by night. For over all the glory there will be a covering.
And there will be a tabernacle for shade in the daytime from the heat, for a place of refuge, and for a
shelter from storm and rain. (Isaiah 4:2-6)
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Day 21 - Separation
God is love5, it is He that defines love. His love is pure and perfect, full of life, not bounded by man’s
understanding, and yet in Christ, and through His word, the Lord gave us His definition, and showed
us its way. This love only comes to us by His Spirit, grows in His abiding presence, and by knowing
God’s perfect manifestation of love, Jesus Christ. Sure, humanity can show aspects of love as we are
designed in His image, however our fallen nature, that which is driven by its own desires, fails us,
and provides no ability to ascend this mountain. This ‘more excellent way6’, where it is not our
giftings or abilities that count, rather how well we have divinely loved God, and others, is the true
measure of heaven. The words of Christ that speak of knowing Him, in intimacy, and walking in His
way, are the plumb lines that hang in eternity and judge us according to what lies within.
Our Lord is so gracious and knows we will struggle to walk in the love of God. He sees our hearts,
and knows our will, and understands it is a tough walk, and so He sent His Spirit to fill us, to provide
us with His very character of love…all we must do is to bend our will to His! This divine love suffers
long and is kind; does not envy; does not parade itself, is not puffed up; does not behave rudely,
does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the
truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things, and sacrifices all.
This love is holy, and ultimately demands a walk of separation from the works of evil and the world.
Calling us to walk closer to Him, maybe with faltering steps, but willing to lay down our lives to
become full in this divine nature. In the end, this holy, divine love never fails, and its author will
cause devotion to be judged. Patiently waiting, loving those who respond or do not respond to His
heart for them, and yet the eternal covenant of love between our Father and us, is that which will
stand. According to His divine nature, pure, and holy, when He returns, His perfect love will expose
the darkened heart, and command it to begone from His presence - forever. Love, He is Holy, and
the Lord has opened the door to enter it…it is the Lamb of God. This narrow way leads to a life
overflowing in the glory of heaven, the love shared between the Father and the Son.

5
6

1 John 4:8
1 Corinthians 12:31-13:
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Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying,
“Arise, take the young Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I bring you word; for
Herod will seek the young Child to destroy Him.” When he arose, he took the young Child and His
mother by night and departed for Egypt, and was there until the death of Herod, that it might be
fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, “Out of Egypt I called My Son.”
(Matthew 2:13-15)
And Joseph and His mother marveled at those things which were spoken of Him. Then Simeon blessed
them, and said to Mary His mother, “Behold, this Child is destined for the fall and rising of many in
Israel, and for a sign which will be spoken against (yes, a sword will pierce through your own soul
also), that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” (Luke 2:33-35)
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet that was cast into the sea and gathered some of
every kind, which, when it was full, they drew to shore; and they sat down and gathered the good
into vessels, but threw the bad away. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come forth,
separate the wicked from among the just, and cast them into the furnace of fire. There will be wailing
and gnashing of teeth.” Jesus said to them, “Have you understood all these things?” They said to
Him, “Yes, Lord.” Then He said to them, “Therefore every scribe instructed concerning the kingdom of
heaven is like a householder who brings out of his treasure things new and old.” (Matthew 13:46-52)
“When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the
throne of His glory. All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from
another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. And He will set the sheep on His right hand,
but the goats on the left. Then the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: or I was hungry and
you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; I was
naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.’ “Then
the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty
and give You drink? When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You? Or
when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ And the King will answer and say to them,
‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to
Me.’ “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the
everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: for I was hungry and you gave Me no food; I
was thirsty and you gave Me no drink; I was a stranger and you did not take Me in, naked and you
did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.’ “Then they also will answer [d]Him,
saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and
did not minister to You?’ Then He will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you
did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’ And these will go away into
everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” (Matthew 25:31-46)
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Day 22 - Death’s end
What a promise His return is for those who believe in our Lord Jesus, where those deeply held
desires of seeing Christ face to face are made manifest, where our bodies go through the glorious
transformation to be in fact a direct manifestation of Jesus, when wickedness sees it day of
judgment, and mortality has its end, either giving way to immortality or eternal fire. And this will
come to pass, more surely than the place in which we sit or stand exists, more real than the stars
above, and our every breath. The more certain of God comes to pass, where death and taxes are no
longer; Satan and hell finally fall by the way. And those who are found in Christ, and He in them,
have such a victory; But for those who turn away from Him….only eternal fire awaits! The light of
God brings life to all who choose its author, and the fear and sting of death (and sin), and all their
comrades, becomes nothing, for Eternity in the fullness of life overcomes such darkness. Life
triumphs.
There will be no wake for death, only celebration. Life is victorious, and the righteousness of God
prevails! Imagine, no more death or decay, only life and life abundantly. Almost impossible to
comprehend? Certainly, but true regardless of our understanding. For the hearts that remain are full
of love, and its overflow brings healing to creation.
“And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Highest; For you will go before the face of the Lord
to prepare His ways, to give knowledge of salvation to His people by the remission of their sins,
through the tender mercy of our God, with which the Dayspring from on high has visited us; To give
light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.”
(Luke 1:76-79)
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Gird Your sword upon Your thigh, O Mighty One, with Your glory and Your majesty. And in Your
majesty ride prosperously because of truth, humility, and righteousness; And Your right hand shall
teach You awesome things. Your arrows are sharp in the heart of the King’s enemies; The peoples fall
under You. Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; A scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your
kingdom. (Psalm 45:3-6)
But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.
For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die,
even so in Christ all shall be made alive. But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits,
afterward those who are Christ’s at His coming. Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom
to God the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power. For He must reign till
He has put all enemies under His feet. The last enemy that will be destroyed is death. For “He has put
all things under His feet.” But when He says “all things are put under Him,” it is evident that He who
put all things under Him is excepted. Now when all things are made subject to Him, then the Son
Himself will also be subject to Him who put all things under Him, that God may be all in all. (1
Corinthians 15:20-28)
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Day 23 – Thrones
Watching on, that faithful prophet Daniel foresaw this amazing event, as the Lord, the Ancient of
Days, prepares to be seated on earth as He is in heaven, and thrones are put in place for His kings to
ascend. The Messiah, the King of kings choosing those who will rule with Him on earth. A reign that
is not fleeting but lasts for a thousand years. And now, that time has come, for the Lord Jesus Christ
has returned and taken His place here on earth, and all nations are coming to Him. And there, on
each side of Him are thrones who reign is established and maintained by Him, and in them are the
chosen. But how were they chosen?
It is fair to say that it is unlikely that the world would know them, or perhaps some may but would
have paid them no regard. These lowly ones are they who understood their role, to love Him, to
follow Him; and, being obedient to the Ancient of Days, putting others first, they stayed true to their
First Love through pain, persecution, death, or despair. These had seen the glory of the coming of
the King and, filling their hearts with the joy of seeing their beloved Lord, they allowed the things of
earth to grow strangely dim in the light of His face. Indeed, many of the ‘first’ will be last, and the
those considered last will be the first. The qualifications to reign for a thousand years alongside, and
submitted, to the King of glory, are not found in industry, universities, religious practices, or the
systems of government. It is loving relationship, anointing, faithfulness, and humility that makes one
prepared for such a high calling, but most of all, it is His call that positions you for reigning with the
Divine.
Do you here the call to “come up here and take your place”?
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Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock
by night. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were greatly afraid. Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I
bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. For there is born to you this day in the
city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. (Luke 2:8-11)
So Jesus said to them, “Assuredly I say to you, that in the regeneration, when the Son of Man sits on
the throne of His glory, you who have followed Me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve
tribes of Israel. And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or
children or lands, for My name’s sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and inherit eternal life. But many
who are first will be last, and the last first. (Matthew 19:28-30)
And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to them. Then I saw the souls
of those who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had not
worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received his mark on their foreheads or on their
hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. But the rest of the dead did not
live again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is he
who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second death has no power, but they shall be
priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years. (Revelations 20:4-6)
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Day 24 – The New Bride
Finally, it is done! The Bridegroom rejoices, and His patience is rewarded. For the perfection of His
Bride is made complete, as Almighty God completes the work that no human effort could achieve.
The perfect union made possible by the holy sacrifice of the Lamb of God, and the cleansing and
power of the Holy Spirit. And now, the most wonderful bridal procession unfolds, as she who was
swept up from earth, now comes adorned for her husband. Having prepared on earth through the
sacrificial oils of myrrh, her beauty made complete through the sweet anointing of heaven. All those
tears now less than a memory, as former things have passed away, and all things are made new. All
things! Jesus Christ, the Beginning and the End, has completed the good work He began.
And this is the mystery of it all, that this Bride are His faithful ones, for this is heaven’s order now, no
longer earth’s. Men, women, and children, who endured to the end, walking in the joy of their
destiny and His life in them, passing through the valley of the shadow of death, in tears of sorrow,
they also ascended the very mountain of God to abide in His heavenly presence while seated on
earth. These knew the power of God, and yet humbled by His hand, rejoiced only in the knowledge
of Him, Christ the Lord. Now they are made ready, with Christ as their cornerstone, founded on the
work of God through the apostles, and with their gates built by the tribes of Israel, these treasures of
old and new have been built by God in to a glorious house, a majestic city, the beloved of Christ.
Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, which is
called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his
betrothed wife, who was with child. So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed
for her to be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling
cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. (Luke 2:4-7)
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“Do not fear, for you will not be ashamed; Neither be disgraced, for you will not be put to shame; For
you will forget the shame of your youth, and will not remember the reproach of your widowhood
anymore. For your Maker is your husband, the Lord of hosts is His name; And your Redeemer is the
Holy One of Israel; He is called the God of the whole earth. (Isaiah 54:4,5)
Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away.
Also there was no more sea. Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from
heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they
shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. And God will wipe away every
tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more
pain, for the former things have passed away.” Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make
all things new.” And He said to me, “Write, for these words are true and faithful.” And He said to me,
“It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of
the water of life freely to him who thirsts. He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his
God and he shall be My son. But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually
immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and
brimstone, which is the second death.” Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls filled
with the seven last plagues came to me and talked with me, saying, “Come, I will show you the bride,
the Lamb’s wife.” And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me
the great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, having the glory of God. Her
light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, clear as crystal. Also she had a great and
high wall with twelve gates, and twelve angels at the gates, and names written on them, which are
the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel: three gates on the east, three gates on the
north, three gates on the south, and three gates on the west. Now the wall of the city had twelve
foundations, and on them were the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. (Revelations 21:1-14)
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Day 25 – Pure Water
The beauty of the city is hard to explain. The colours brighter than we have ever seen, the
foundations of precious stones exude a rainbow-like aura from beneath, and the Light, He shines
with great brightness making everything seem alive, with a brilliance that is like the dawning sun,
with all things glimmering as the light from the Lamb shines both through, and reflects upon,
everything. Our eyes now able to look upon the glory of the Lord. Nations, and their leaders, are
seen proceeding towards the centre, royal processions coming to bow before the King of kings, and
to rejoice in the power of His presence. Old and young, from across His creation, walk together in
true peace, deep rivers sharing in the flow of life.
As we walk these diamond-like streets of gold, casting our eyes upon mansions, homes, and other
buildings, seeing hills and fields in the distance, the overriding sense is of joy, an emotion that is so
deep it seems to transcend our very being. Here and there angelic beings mix with the saints,
listening to the messages they carry, and bringing graces needed for the service of the Lord. In some
place’s quiet contemplation, as ancients explain the mysteries once hidden but now revealed. In
others, choruses of worship swirl in an atmosphere that seems to carry you up on wings, so that you
join in the soaring song that brings glory to the King. And there, as you soar with angels, you see the
temple, and the source of the great light. Its brilliance penetrates your soul, as to the love that
seems to fill everything and everyone. Flowing from under the throne, is a river such that we have
never seen. The water is alive with colour, soul, power, and movement. It speaks to you even as you
look on, and the sound of healing can be heard as it flows through the city.
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Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. And behold,
you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus. He will be great,
and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father
David. And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.”
(Luke 2:30-33)
But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. The city had no
need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated it. The Lamb is its light.
And the nations of those who are saved shall walk in its light, and the kings of the earth bring their
glory and honour into it. Its gates shall not be shut at all by day (there shall be no night there). And
they shall bring the glory and the honour of the nations into it. But there shall by no means enter it
anything that defiles, or causes an abomination or a lie, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s
Book of Life. And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the
throne of God and of the Lamb. In the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree
of life, which bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were
for the healing of the nations. And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the
Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him. They shall see His face, and His name shall be on
their foreheads. There shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord
God gives them light. And they shall reign forever and ever. (Revelations 21:22-22:5)
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Day 26 – It is time
As we look on the world today, it is easy to reflect on perhaps simpler days, and wonder what has
happened to make our world so frail, and even fractured. For many Christians, particularly in the
west, we weep as we see the degradation of societal values, effectively denouncing the hundreds
(even thousands of years) of Judeo-Christian morals and value sets that have been in our laws, giving
themselves over to laws that prioritise self, the rule of man, and even demonic ideals. Christmas, is
no longer a time when many reflect on the coming of Christ, rather a time for ‘happy holidays’, and
commercial success. Even more troubling, is the turning away from our Lord God by so many. This
has occurred before in history, and reformations and revivals have come to stem the tide of moral
decline and renewed our passion for Christ. Perhaps, we pray, this will come again soon...but maybe
only to certain regions or countries or people. The Bible makes it clear there will be great darkness in
the heart of many men in the last days, deliberately shunning God, and even killing or locking up His
servants due to the uncomfortable messages which they live and speak out. God in His abundant
mercy giving us so much time to turn our hearts towards Him, even knowing that many will choose
not to do so. However, the mysteries of the Sovereign God ‘s and man’s will come to a final
confrontation, and no more excuses will be entered into. The victor is already clear, and many are
those amongst His ranks. For those who are not with Him, the words of Christ are already judging
their actions as they choose to follow their own ways.
And yet, as I set out afresh on this advent journey with the Holy Spirit as my guide, looking beyond
the first coming of our Lord Jesus to His soon return and the consummation of His work, my prayer
was that in some ways God would speak to us, perhaps even bring a new perspective to the lives we
live. And, rather than be a spectator to this greatest of all events, praying that by God’s Spirit, we
would even have a glimpse of standing in that day as the prophet Daniel did. This would need to be a
work of God, for many others have delved into the return of Christ much more effectively, and much
has been written about the meaning of advent. And while reluctant, pressing on, a story of the
Second Advent unfolded. For those who have followed, bless you for your grace and patience. For
myself, the Lord has indeed help me to look beyond circumstances and disappointment, and to see
afresh with eternity’s eyes the assurance of Christ’s return, and the good work He will complete. The
things of earth did indeed seem to dim as I looked upon His glorious, returning, face.
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“Hold on,” our Lord says, “the great prize of peace and joy with Me for eternity is your reward. Don’t
worry about the rise of wickedness, I am not, its end will come. For as much as the darkness deepens,
so to My light grows brighter, and My plan of redemption will be completed.” God’s delight is still in
His children, and He is well pleased with the faithfulness of those who have received His love. Christ
Jesus looks forward to the day when we will all come together in and with Him and share in the joy
and love of our Heavenly Father to their fullness. It is time to come up a little higher, focusing on our
Lord, and His soon return.
“For my eyes have seen Your salvation which You have prepared before the face of all peoples, a light
to bring revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of Your people Israel.” (Luke 2:30-32)
Then he said to me, “These words are faithful and true.” And the Lord God of the holy prophets sent
His angel to show His servants the things which must shortly take place. “Behold, I am coming
quickly! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.” Now I, John, saw and heard
these things. And when I heard and saw, I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel who
showed me these things. Then he said to me, “See that you do not do that. For I am your fellow
servant, and of your brethren the prophets, and of those who keep the words of this book. Worship
God.” And he said to me, “Do not seal the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is at hand.
He who is unjust, let him be unjust still; he who is filthy, let him be filthy still; he who is righteous, let
him be righteous still; he who is holy, let him be holy still.” [Jesus Testifies to the Churches] “And
behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to everyone according to his work. I
am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last.” Blessed are those
who do His commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter through
the gates into the city. But outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral and murderers and
idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a lie. “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these
things in the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star.” And
the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” And let him who thirsts
come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely. (Revelations 22:6-17)
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